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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

1. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

2. Claims 1 - 4 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Gerace (US Patent 5,991 ,735). 

3. Regarding to claim 1, "In a computer network including a user's computer and a 
control server connected for communication, the user's computer running an e-mail 
program and a browser program, a method for integrating e-mail and browser 
communications with the user, comprising the steps of: in an initial HTML e-mail 
communication with the user over the network, embedding a signal which, upon 
operation of the HTML on the user's computer, causes transmission to the control 
server of an ID code signal available at the user's computer and uniquely associated 
with the user or his computer and, upon receiving the ID code signal at the control 
server, storing it at the server in association with information related to the user 
available to the control server," Gerace teaches program controller in web server 
(control server) assigning a unique users computer ID (signal), which is used to obtain 
user's identification information [Column 5 Line 27 - 42]. The web server is able to 
provide email program to user (HTML e-mail communication) [Column 10 Line 48 - 63]. 
Gerace does not expressly teach user's computer running an e-mail program and a 
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browser program. However, it is obvious that in order to receive services from server, 
such as email, the user computer needs e-mail program and browse program in order to 
display the e-mail messages. "In a subsequent HTML communication with the user 
over the network, embedding a signal which, upon operation of the HTML on the user's 
computer, causes transmission to the control server of the ID code signal and receiving 
the same at the control server, and making use of the ID code signal, recovering 
information about the user available to the control server and, using that information, 
preparing a response for transmission to the user's computer" Gerace teaches program 
controller responding to user selections (response for transmission) by obtaining and 
displaying the requested information [Column 5 Line 27 - 42]. 

4. Regarding to claim 2, "wherein the e-mail program and browser program can 
both read and write cookies, the ID code signal being saved on the user's computer in a 
cookie," Gerace teaches user's identification number (ID code signal) stored in cookie 
(write) and passed (read) by user's computer [Column 7 Line 4-15]. 

5. Regarding to claim 3, "wherein the cookie is created at the control server and is 
updated after an HTML communication from the user to the control server, is sent to the 
user's computer in response to the HTML communication, and is saved therein," Gerace 
teaches mail routine, which is in control server, building cookie and transmitting cookie 
to the user's PC for storage and future use [Column 14 Line 17 - 26]. 

6. Regarding to claim 4, "wherein the control server stores a mailing list containing 
the identity of users and an ID code signal uniquely identified with each user, the 
mailing list being used to generate the initial HTML e-mail," Gerace teaches sending 
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alerts to users using email [Column 21 Line 47 - 51 , Column 22 Line 7 - 9]. In order to 
send emails to users, the control server needs to have information about user and their 
email address. 

7. Claim 5 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Gerace 
as applied to claim 3 above, and further in view of Massarani (US Publication 
2003/0158889). 

8. Regarding to claim 5, Gerace teaches cookies, but does not expressly teach 
"wherein the cookie contains a history of prior information sent to the user." However, 
Massarani teaches cookie containing user identification, personalization, and past 
history information [Paragraph 46]. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill 
in the art at the time of the invention to add history information of user taught by 
Massarani in cookie taught by Gerace for the purpose of provide user better service. 
With history information of user, the server can provide more personalized information 
to user. 

9. Claims 6 - 8, 10 - 12, and 14-18 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Gerace as applied to claim 1 above, and further in view of Ng (US 
Patent 6,640,301). 

10. Regarding to claim 6, Gerace teaches ID code signal and HTML e-mail 
communication, but does not expressly teach "wherein the ID code signal is embedded 
in the initial HTML e-mail and is transmitted from the user's computer after the initial e- 
mail is received and opened by the user, the initial HTML e-mail containing executable 
code which causes the ID code signal to be stored on the user's computer." However, 
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Ng teaches embedding unique authentication or ID (ID code signal) in e-mail and if the 
ID does not exist, the server generates ID and sends to sender (user) [Column 7 Line 
21 - 35]. In order to user to send e-mail with ID, the user needs to store the ID on the 
user's computer for future use. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the 
art at the time of the invention to embed ID taught by Ng in e-mail taught by Gerace for 
the purpose of easily recognize the use, which will shorten time for processing the e- 
mail. 

1 1 . Regarding to claim 7, "wherein the e-mail program and browser program can 
both read and write cookies, the ID code signal being saved on the user's computer in a 
cookie," Gerace teaches user's identification number (ID code signal) stored in cookie 
(write) and passed (read) by user's computer [Column 7 Line 4-15]. 

12. Regarding to claim 8, "wherein the cookie is created at the control server and is 
updated after an HTML communication from the user to the control server, is sent to the 
usefs computer in response to the HTML communication, and is saved therein," Gerace 
teaches mail routine, which is in control server, building cookie and transmitting cookie 
to the user's PC for storage and future use [Column 14 Line 17 - 26], 

13. Regarding to claim 10, "wherein the control server stores a mailing list containing 
the identity of users and an ID code signal uniquely identified with each user, the 
mailing list being used to generate the initial HTML e-mail," Gerace teaches sending 
alerts to users using email [Column 21 Line 47 - 51 , Column 22 Line 7 - 9]. In order to 
send emails to users, the control server needs to have information about user and their 
email address. 
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14. Regarding to claim 11, "wherein the e-mail program and browser program can 
both read and write cookies, the ID code signal being saved on the user's computer in a 
cookie," Gerace teaches user's identification number (ID code signal) stored in cookie 
(write) and passed (read) by user's computer [Column 7 Line 4-15]. 

15. Regarding to claim 12, "wherein the cookie is created at the control server and is 
updated after an HTML communication from the user to the control server, is sent to the 
user's computer in response to the HTML communication, and is saved therein," Gerace 
teaches mail routine, which is in control server, building cookie and transmitting cookie 
to the user's PC for storage and future use [Column 14 Line 17 - 26]. 

16. Regarding to claim 14, "wherein the control server is an Ad server which 
provides online advertising to users and selects advertising signals for transmission to a 
user based on the ID code signal received from the user," Gerace teaches 
advertisement module (ad server) providing advertisement based on user's preferences 
[Column 5 Line 43 - 53]. In order to provide advertisement based on user's 
preferences, the server needs to be recognized, such as ID. 

17. Claim 16 is equivalent to claim 14. Therefore, claim 16 is rejected under the 
same rationale. 

18. Regarding to claim 15, "wherein the control server selects advertising signals for 
transmission to a user based on information present in the cookie stored on the user's 
computer," Gerace teaches using cookie to identify user's preferences [Column 13 Line 
59 -Column 14 Line 2]. 
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19. Claims 17 and 18 are equivalent to claim 15. Therefore, claim 18 is rejected 
under the same rationale. 

20. Claim 9 and 13 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Gerace and Ng as applied to claim 6 and 12 above, and further in view of Massarani 
(US Publication 2003/0158889). 

21 . Regarding to claim 9, Gerace teaches cookies, but does not expressly teach 
"wherein the cookie contains a history of prior information sent to the user." However, 
Massarani teaches cookie containing user identification, personalization, and past 
history information [Paragraph 46]. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill 
in the art at the time of the invention to add history information of user taught by 
Massarani in cookie taught by Gerace for the purpose of provide user better service. 
With history information of user, the server can provide more personalized information 
to user. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to BOBAE K. CHENEY whose telephone number is 
(571)270-7641 . The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Thursday 7:30 
AM- 4:30 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Joseph Avellino can be reached on (571)272-3905. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call. 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

BOBAE K CHENEY 

Examiner 

Art Unit 2458 

/BOBAE K CHENEY/ 
Examiner, Art Unit 2458 



/Joseph E. Avellino/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 2458 
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